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NEWS RELEASE
Detention Deputy arrested for illegal interception of communication

 
Seminole Co. Fla., (Jan. 27)-The Seminole County Sheriff's Office (SCSO) today announced the 
arrest of Michael Ryan, on three counts of illegal interception of communication, a third 
degree felony, for unlawfully recording telephone conversations. 
 
The investigation began in December when Ryan, a field training supervisor at the John E. Polk 
Correctional Facility, disclosed to a Sheriff’s Office lieutenant that he had recorded phone 
conversations during which he relieved two detention deputies from their collateral positions 
as field training deputies.  Ryan said he recorded the conversations because he believed the 
detention deputies would complain about being separated from their field training duties.
 
Ryan was immediately placed on administrative leave.  The investigation found that he had 
downloaded an app to record phone conversations on his Sheriff’s Office issued phone and 
that he recorded calls with seven Sheriff’s Office employees without their consent.  All 
employees who were recorded were interviewed, and three of them desired to prosecute. 
 
Ryan was booked into the John E. Polk Correctional Facility on a $9,000 bond.  He was 
provided notice of his termination from the Sheriff’s Office. 
 
The SCSO’s criminal and administrative investigation will be forwarded to the Florida Criminal 
Justice Standards and Training Commission which reviews officer misconduct and determines 
if action should be taken against a law enforcement officer’s certification. The criminal case 

will be prosecuted by the Office of the State Attorney, 18th Judicial Circuit. 
 
Ryan was hired by SCSO in 2009 as a detention deputy and became a sergeant in 2013.  He 
had served as a field training supervisor since February of 2014.   
   
Please do not respond back to this email as the account is not monitored. For more 
information contact:
Kim Cannaday (kcannaday@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6978 - desk
(407) 402-3319 – cell
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SUSPECT


Name:


Height:


Local Address:


Business Name:


Job:


DL#:


Weight: Eyes:


Race: Sex:


Alcohol Related:


RYAN, MICHAEL CHARL White M


         N


211 BUSH BLVD  SANFORD FL 32773


SEMINOLE COUNTY SHERIFF            Business Address: 211 BUSH BLVD  SANFORD FL 32773


SERGEANT                 Business Phone: 4076656650    


        
  


DL State: FL SSN:


Place of Birth:    Citizenship:
Weapon Type: NA Local#:         FDLE#:           


Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone:


Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):


Co-Defendant(s):


Full Name Race Sex DOB or Age


CHARGE(S)


Off# Description Statute# UCR Ordinance
Attempt/
Commit Warrant# DVR Drug Activity


1 EAVESDROPPING-EAVESDROPPING 
ILLEGAL INTERCEPTION OF 
COMMUNICATION


934.03  1a 9500 No C             No N/A


Drug Type: N N/A Drug Unit:    Drug Qty: 0.0


PROBABLE CAUSE


There is probable cause to believe that Michael Ryan did violate F.S.S. 934.03 1(a); to wit: Interception and Disclosure of Wired, Oral or 
Electronic Communication, a third degree felony.  Michael Ryan did violate F.S.S. 934.03 1(c); to wit: Intentionally discloses, or endeavors to 
disclose, to any other person the contents of any wire, oral, or electronic communication, knowing or having reason to know that the information 
was obtained through the interception of a wire, oral, or electronic communication.  Probable cause is based on the below facts and circumstances:


• Michael Ryan is employed as the field training supervisor for the John E. Polk Correctional facility.  On December 10, 2015, Ryan contacted two 
victims, Roberto Rivera and David Riggins who are both employed by the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office Detention Deputies and collaterally as 
Field Training Deputies.  Both Rivera and Riggins were being relieved from their collateral position as Field Training Deputies.  


• Michael Ryan texted both Roberto Rivera and David Riggins from his department issued cellular phone, Samsung S4, model number SCH-I545, 
phone number 407-474-5009, and the IMEI 990004456661127, and had them call him.  


• Michael Ryan recorded these conversation on his department issued cellular phone, Samsung S4, model number SCH-I545, phone number 407-
474-5009, and the IMEI 990004456661127.  Roberto Rivera and David Riggins in there sworn testimony stated they did not consent to the 
interception nor did Ryan disclose they were being recorded.  


• Michael Ryan stated to Lieutenant John Michael Hawkins that he thought Roberto Rivera and David Riggins would complain.  Michael Ryan 
then disclosed the intercepted communication to Lieutenant Hawkins and providing a disc that contained the recordings. 


• The conversations were recorded using a program called “Call Recorder.”  This program must be manually downloaded by the user and was in 
May of 2015.  This program, as well as the files associated were present when a search warrant was executed on the telephone.  


• Additional recordings of Sheriff’s Office employees, to include Detention Deputy Oscar Lopez and additional recording of Roberto Rivera were 
discovered during the forensic examination of the phone.  


• At the time of the interception, Michael Ryan was not acting under the color of authority.


• Roberto Rivera, David Riggins and Oscar Lopez desire to prosecute.  


Hair:    Drug Related: N Religion:


Residence:Phone:               


DOB Or Age:


Marital:   
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Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


No


No
201500010056







• Michael Ryan had knowledge that recording was illegal.  The program clearly warns the user “Please make sure call recording is legal in your 
country and you will obey the local law while using this app.”  Ryan stated to Lieutenant Hawkins that only his voice could be heard, which would 
not be a law violation.  Ryan had knowledge of the law based on this statement.   Ryan is also a sworn law enforcement officer with the Seminole 
County Sheriff’s Office and should have knowledge of Florida State Statues.


• This occurred in Seminole County Florida.


ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION


I swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached 
statements are true and correct
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature:


Verified By:
       Sworn to and subscribed before me, the undersigned authority,
 this ______day of______________________, in the year ______________. 
Name/Title of Person Authorized to Administer Oath: 
_______________________________________________________________
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